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10TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Exodus 16:2-15 

2 And the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and 

Aaron in the wilderness, 3 and the people of Israel said to them, “Would that we had died 

by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate bread 

to the full, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with 

hunger.” 

4 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, I am about to rain bread from heaven for you, 

and the people shall go out and gather a day's portion every day, that I may test them, 

whether they will walk in my law or not. 5 On the sixth day, when they prepare what they 

bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather daily.” 6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the 

people of Israel, “At evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the 

land of Egypt, 7 and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has 

heard your grumbling against the Lord. For what are we, that you grumble against us?” 

8 And Moses said, “When the Lord gives you in the evening meat to eat and in the morning 

bread to the full, because the Lord has heard your grumbling that you grumble against 

him—what are we? Your grumbling is not against us but against the Lord.” 

9 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, 

‘Come near before the Lord, for he has heard your grumbling.’” 10 And as soon as Aaron 

spoke to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, they looked toward the 

wilderness, and behold, the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 11 And the Lord said 

to Moses, 12 “I have heard the grumbling of the people of Israel. Say to them, ‘At twilight 

you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with bread. Then you shall know 

that I am the Lord your God.’” 

13 In the evening quail came up and covered the camp, and in the morning dew lay 

around the camp. 14 And when the dew had gone up, there was on the face of the 

wilderness a fine, flake-like thing, fine as frost on the ground. 15 When the people of Israel 

saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. And Moses 

said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat. 
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What is the largest refugee camp in the world? In the East African country of Kenya 

there is a refugee camp called Dadaab. Many of the refugees in this camp are 

Somalis. They were uprooted from their homes by the civil war in southern Somalia. 

Many other of the refugees are those who have fled the drought-caused famines that 

have plagued East Africa in recent years. When these people will be able to return to 

their homes they do not know. For now, the UN has placed them in a United Nations-

run camp. These refugees are grateful for the help and the security, which the camp 

provides. But they feel that the aid could be managed better. These refugees 

complain. They often run out of food before the next shipment arrives. People stay 

hungry for days. They believe that aid workers, who are not paid all that much, are 

selling some of the donated food in nearby towns. When a food shipment does arrive, 

the refugees may have to walk two hours to reach the distribution site. And then stand 

in line for more than ten hours.  

 

These refugees complain. They complain that medical services in the camp are 

inadequate. They complain that the UN security forces that control the camp use 

excessive force. They say their own community leaders are in a better position to 

control and govern the camp. They complain that the camp is overcrowded. It was 

built for 90,000 but houses 500,000, making it the largest refugee camp in the world. 

 

But is it the largest ever? In Exodus 12:37, it says that as the Israelites were leaving Egypt 

for the Promised Land, the Israelites numbered “600,000 men, besides women and 

children.” So, there could have easily been one million people in the Israelite camp. 

Like refugees, they too had been uprooted. They were on the march. They did not 

know when they might reach the Promised Land. Many of the refugees of Dadaab live 

in grass huts. The Israelites lived in tents, lived on the move, in the desert, with summer 

coming on. That put them at risk of not having enough water for drinking, let alone for 

personal hygiene. Sanitation for one million people on the move would have been a 

challenge. Disease was a threat. Dealing with insects would have been a constant 

nuisance. Keeping clean would have been a challenge. Desert dust is fine grained 

and has a way of getting into one’s clothes, making one itchy. And now 45 days on 

the road, food was becoming a concern. Where does one obtain food for one million 

people for even one day?  
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Even with the promise of better days ahead, a Promised Land awaiting them, their 

living conditions must have been discouraging. Trust in the Lord had to be hard to 

come by. Like the refugees of Dadaab, the Israelites might have complained about a 

number of issues. But they began to complain about being hungry. “Would that we 

had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots 

and ate bread to the full…” (Exodus 16:3) 

 

I think it’s safe to say that we do not envy them. Just as I do not envy some of you as I 

consider your circumstances. Some of you are grieving. Some of you are living with the 

effects of chronic pain, or you’re caring for a spouse who suffers from chronic pain. 

Some of you may feel as if you are being uprooted from home, that you are on the 

march, and you do not when you’ll be able to call another place “home.” Even with 

the promise that “someday” there will come a better day, your current situation may 

be discouraging. Trust in the Lord can be hard to come by, for any number of reasons.  

Frankly, I wish you complained.  

 

The other night Linda and I were watching an episode of The Closer. It’s a police 

detective show that centers on Deputy Chief Brenda Lee Johnson of the Los Angeles 

Police Department. From recent episodes the audience has learned that Brenda’s 

father has cancer. But her mother has had good health and has been taking care of 

the dad. In the episode we watched, Brenda has brought her parents to stay with her 

in L.A. Her father is seeing a new doctor there and is getting better. But Brenda’s 

mother has something to tell her. “It will only take a minute,” she says. Brenda is in a 

hurry to get back to work. Her mother does not say how important the matter is. 

Brenda asks if they can talk about it “in the morning.” Her mother agrees, though she 

seems reluctant. The next morning Brenda finds that her mother has passed away in 

her sleep. How could Brenda have helped her mother? Or at least known to take the 

time to listen to her mother? She didn’t know, and partly it was her own fault. But partly 

it was because her mother never complained. I wish you complained.  

 

You may think that complaining comes across as anger, or ungratefulness, or self-pity, 

or criticism of God. Maybe it comes across that way, but only on the surface. 

Complaining is a cry of pain. It’s a plea for help. It’s an admission of need. 
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When the Israelites complained of hunger, the Lord heard it as a plea for help. He did 

not turn away from it. He did not condemn it. He listened. He listened as He had when 

they had cried out back in Egypt. At that time He had told Moses, “I have indeed seen 

the misery of My people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave 

drivers…” (Exodus 3:7) At that time the Lord listened and responded. This time also the 

Lord listened to the plaintive cry of His people and responded. He had a plan for 

feeding His people: manna from heaven every day until they crossed the Jordan into 

the Promised Land.  

 

And He wanted Israel to know He was listening and responding. So, in that place 

where they complained of hunger, even before He sent the manna, the Lord revealed 

to the Israelites His glory, His presence with them. “Moses said to Aaron, ‘Say to the 

whole congregation of the people of Israel, “Come near before the Lord, for He has 

heard your grumbling.”’ And as soon as Aaron repeated these words to the whole 

congregation of the people of Israel, they looked toward the wilderness and behold, 

the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud.”  

 

This is the same glory of which Luke wrote: “An angel of the Lord appeared to them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone round about them, and they were sore afraid.” (Luke 

2:9) It is the same glory Peter, James, and John saw later on the Mount of 

Transfiguration. This glory of God is the offering to us of His presence, especially through 

Jesus, His Anointed One. This glory of God in Christ says to us God is listening and 

responding to our age-old cry, “Lord, have mercy.” As the hymn writer says: “This is the 

Christ, our God Most High, who hears your sad and bitter cry; He will Himself your Savior 

be, from all your sins to set you free.” (From Heaven above to Earth I Come, LSB 358) 

God wants you to know He is listening to you and responding… so that you may 

complain.   His presence with you through Christ is through the manna of His Word. His 

presence with you through Christ is through the manna of the Lord’s Supper… so that 

you will complain to Him in prayer. His presence with you through Christ is through the 

Body of Christ, which is the community of those who are Christ’s followers. God offers 

this community to you as those to whom, also, you can complain and receive comfort 

and help and prayers for you as the Lord inclines His ear to us through the ears of His 

Son, our Savior.  Amen 


